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Introduction 
 

Top-performing cities 

come in all shapes  

and sizes  

It’s not about being big, 

or being rich, 

It’s about being ‘smart’ 

To pass from ‘smart cities’ to ‘smart land’ means a new attention to territory 

A territory is smart if it focuses on diffuse knowledge and diffuse competencies 

This can contribute to generatint: quality of life, responsible firms, qualified jobs 

Smart villages 
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Top twenty competitors 
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Smart land 
 

I prefer ‘smart land’  

to ‘smart villages’,  

as it includes urban  

non-core areas 

  ‘Smart’ means using digital technologies when they are appropriate,     

 not because they are fashionable 

  ‘Smart’ means thinking in connection with inside and outside 

  ‘Smart’ means building new forms of cooperation and alliances  
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The ‘circle of decline’ is characterized 

by two main trends: 

 

  A shortage of jobs and sustainable 

business activity 

  Inadequate and declining services 

 

The smart approach has to deal with 

these challenges: 

 

… responding | funding | exploiting | 

maximizing | promoting … 

 

Will the circle be broken? 
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Low density, with complicate logistics, drive up 

the units costs of providing basic services 

Demographic dynamics in annual population change: 

decade 2001-2011 
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Achieving digital transformation 
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Six different ‘smartness’ dimensions 
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We need to rise 

‘vision and 

strategies’: 

this is a bottom-

up approach, 

leveraging on 

living 

communities 

and 

stakeholders  

at large. 

Set your dreams high 



THANKS! 

alberto.bramanti@unibocconi.it 

Territorial identity is not about what we were in the past 

But how we would like to be in the future! 
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