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Having demonstrated how agile, flexible and creative
they can be since the beginning of the pandemic,
Clusters are in an ideal position to lead the European
green and digital transitions and help to develop
essential industrial and economic resilience as
Europe recovers from the impact of COVID-19

”

Thierry Breton, Commissioner for Internal Market at
the European Cluster Conference 2020 (10/11/2020)

The Expert Group on Clusters
recommends to focus cluster activities
on three main priorities:
• Leading the green transition
• Accelerating the digital transition
• Building resilience

Lead the green transition

Circular economy
becomes a new
norm

Use clusters to develop and implement circular
economy strategies and action plans, detect
opportunities for circular solutions and bring circularity
in the business processes.

Lead the green transition
2. Circular economy becomes a new norm
• “In a circular economy the value of
products and materials is
maintained for as long as possible;
waste and resource use are
minimised, and resources are kept
when a product has reached the
end of its life, to be re-used to
create further value.”
• Clusters are at the centre of the
local ecosystems and therefore,
they can detect opportunities for
circular solutions.

EXAMPLE:
The Waste4Think project applies
information and communication
technology to the management of
waste in urban environments. Funded by
Horizon 2020, it includes several clusters
as participants and targets 20 highly
innovative solutions addressing the
monitoring of real-time data, the creation
of integrated IT tools, the launch of
awareness campaigns, and the
construction of two pilot plants for organic
waste

Accelerate the digital transition
Initiate public-private
partnerships for
digital transition

Use clusters to initiate new and to reinforce
existing Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) for
boosting digital and advanced technologies value
chains and technological platforms.

Accelerate the digital transition
4. Initiate public-private partnerships for digital transition
• The EU’s Digitising Industry
Strategy reinforced the role of
Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)
for enhancing digital technology
value chains and platforms
• Clusters can be effective actors in
the creation and functioning of
PPPs, given their core function to
enable/boost collaboration and
partnering both between their
members and with external public
and private actors

EXAMPLE: The Strategic Cluster
Partnership for increased
competitiveness of European Medical
Diagnostics SMEs thanks to Artificial
Intelligence (AI4diag) has a triple
ambition: a) open up new opportunities
for SMEs and help them develop new
innovative prediction/detection services;
b) enable business organisations to
increase skills in companies on AI
applications, and c) promote publicprivate collaboration.

We build on our experience of cluster support
initiatives in 2014-20
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Joint
Cluster
Initiatives
(Euroclusters)

Joint Cluster Initiatives (Euroclusters)
in the SMP 2021-27
Single Market Programme
JCI

Joint Cluster Initiatives
(Euroclusters)

Source: Multiannual financial framework for 2021-2027 adopted - Consilium (europa.eu)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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FUTURE 2021-27
EUROCLUSTERS:
(Joint Cluster Initiatives)

• develop value chains interlinkages in the EU single market
• build capacity to increase strategic autonomy
• reinforce transformation into a greener and more digital economy

www.clustercollaboration.eu

• - Current focus: Update all cluster profiles
• - Registration of new profiles à Policy makers
• - Update crucial for a clear mapping of key actors for green and digital transition and industrial ecosystems
• - Official launch: 26 Feb, 12:30 Meet-the-expert session: European Cluster Collaboration Platform at
https://www.euindustrydays.eu/

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/policy/cluster_en
http://www.clustercollaboration.eu

Thank you

@EU_Growth
@ThierryBreton
@Clusters_EU
@EREK_EU

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-cluster-collaboration-platform-eccp/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/resource-efficient/

Visit the new ECCP, create/update your profile
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