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CHALLENGES

In recent years, floods and increasing amounts of heavy 
precipitation have had a negative impact on human 
health and property. Next to public risk management 
measures, the involvement of the population is crucially 
important. Therefore, an awareness of and sensitization 
to the topic of natural hazards is essential. 

SOLUTION 

Interactive physical models are a great training 
and communication tool. Action Group 8 developed 
a new prototype of an interactive model, based 
on a study identifying best designs and 
methodological approaches of existing models 
and games. 

The new interactive model enables the simulation 
of various natural hazards and countermeasures. 
Visitors are invited to engage with the topic of risk 
management in a playful, vivid and haptic way. 

The aim is to raise awareness, 
provide information and motivate 
people to take more initiative.

RESULTS

Study of physical natural hazard models 

New natural hazard prototype 

Construction plans of model for duplication 
and modification 

Over 60 different events (like exhibitions, 
awareness building, information days 
at schools, …) 

Around 17 – 24 events annually 

Mainly used in Germany but once a year 
in Slovenia and twice in Italy (South Tyrol)  

Around 30.000 people reached including 
around 10.000 children and young people 

PARTNERS

TIMELINE

2019
drafting of project proposal 

9/2020–2/2021
research on existing models 

and communication tools 

2/2021–4/2021
Identification of best practices and definition of 

key messages

4/2021
Compilation of the study of 

physical natural hazard models

04/2021–08/2021
development and construction 

of the model including 
educational concepts 

9/2021–12/2021
Provision of plans and 

educational concepts to 
interested partners

5/2022
Presentation of the model at the 

EUSALP Road Show 

2022–ongoing
use of natural hazard model 

at various events for 
communication, education 

and awareness rising 

3/2024–8/2025
replication of the model 

including adjustments by 
Austria 

2019
first workshop of AG8 & 

PLANALP on natural 
hazard models and risk 

communication tools ( in 
Heimschuh, Austria) 

Co-funded by 
the European Union

Alpine Space

Support EUSALP


