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The Re-search Alps Manifesto

The Re-Search Alps project aims to 
collect and make available to 
different targets public and private 
bodies working at local, regional and 
national level information about 
laboratories, Research and 
Innovation Centers which are active 
in the seven countries of the Alpine 
Area 

Austria, France, Germany, Italy, 
Liechtenstein, Slovenia, Switzerland. 
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Supported by: 



The project idea has been conceived
with the support of the EUSALP AG1 –
“to develop an effective research and
innovation ecosystem”.

Re-Search Alps is a tool to support the
systemic goal to enhance innovation
ecosystems providing the AG1 with
knowledge about Research Centers
and Laboratories in the Alpine
Macroregion.

PoK



Platform Of Knowledge (POK)Re-Search Alps

The POK is a multi-level platform
which contains different instruments
to analyse and compare data
regarding the Alpine Macro-Region.

The integration of the Re-Search Alps
database into the POK (Platform of
Knowledge) will allow the end user
to work with multiple datasets and
sources – comparing data and
analysing it.



The data of interest 
describes: 

(a) what the laboratories and
research centers do;

(b) where they are located;
(c) where excellence emerges,

according to research
fields/themes and figures
(active researchers, published
papers, won prizes, running
EU projects, patents, etc);

(d) people working in a specific
center and determining its
excellence;

(e) network of relations they
highlight in their websites.



Three main objectives:

Definition of a 
standard set of 

metadata to 
represent labs

Publication of an 
open dataset 

describing the labs 
in the Alpine Area

Development of a 
semantic and 

multilingual web 
application for: querying

the dataset, retrieving
the results in open and 
structured formats and 

visualizing geo-
referenced data
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Re-search Alps is interested in

 Public, private and PPP Organizations providing
outcomes that can be classified as the results of 
an innovation and/or research activity, such as

 They participate in research and innovation
projects, and / or

 Their members are authors of publications, and 
/ or

 Their members are authors of patents.

 Private organizations making research activities
classified with the NACE code M72



The Input Datasets

 A huge effort spent in collecting the 
existing data sources describing

 Laboratories and Innovation centers

 Public / «Institutional» Organizations

 Private Organizations

 Research outcomes

 Publications

 Projects EU, National, Regional / Local

 Patents

 Data source coverage not homogeneous
in the considered countries



Business Registry

Germany
• Search by Name
• Only the code is provided
• Redistribution is not

allowed

Switzerland
• Search by Name
• Only the code is provided
• Redistribution is not clearly

allowed

Italy
• Search by Name and NACE
• Data cannot be reused and 

redistributed

Slovenia
• Search by Name
• Extractions of cumulative 

entries is subject to fees
• Redistribution is not

allowed

Austria
• Access is not free

Liechtenstein
• Search by Name
• Data is public but difficult to 

retrieve

France
• Search by Name
• Extracting data by NACE is

possible
• Open data



The data sources are
cleaned, deduplicated, 
reconciliated and 
integrated in a unique
dataset.











The Dataset

 The resulting dataset is composed of three parts:
Structure |  Project |   Outcome

 The dataset is available through
 JSON FILES

 metadata will be published on the project website 
http://researchalps.eu

 Data published according to the «Data on the Web Best 
Practices» W3C Recommendation 31 January 2017

 Compliant with INSPIRE and MQA specifications

 A search application http://researchalps.data-publica.com/





The Search Application



Conclusions

 Re-search alps 

 will be regularly enriched with new data

 will benefit from the progress of the sources it includes for 
ever more precise and relevant results

 Re-search Alps will release 

 An integrated open datasets describing laboratories, 
research and innovation centers

 A search engine for querying the dataset
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Stay tuned!

Stefano Sala – UNIMONT – Università degli Studi di Milano

Stefano.sala1@unimi.it


