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Raise awareness for energy efficiency and renewable 
energy projects

• Show SMEs possibilities and potentials to 
improve energy efficiency and to use 
renewable energies

– Programmes like klimaaktiv or 
KlimaFactory

• Offer Benchmarking Systems

• Establish and publish Good Practice 
Examples

• Organise Workshops and Trainings
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Identify saving opportunities and potentials for renewable 
energy use

• Provide subsidised energy consultancy 
for SMEs

• Cooperate with existing (regional) 
programmes

• Ensure high quality of energy
consultancy

• Train sector specific energy consultants

• Offer sector specific checks like e.g. 
“Energiecheck Tourismus” 

http://www.energieinstitut.at/
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Show benefits of suggested measures

Profitability calculations of measures

• Life Cycle Analysis 

• Internal interest rate 

Non energy benefits

• Increased comfort for staff and/or guests in hotels

• Less assurance fees etc.

Show the energy content of  “standard” projects

• E.g. modernisation of hotel room equipment; replacement of technical 
equipment etc. 
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Give an overview of existing funding schemes 
One stop shop

• Usually a variety of funding systems 
exist

• Establish a data base where the 
existing systems can be filtered 

e.g.: 
https://www.wko.at/service/w/foerderungen.html

• Think on simplifying new funding 
schemes

https://www.wko.at/service/w/foerderungen.html
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Cooperation with regional banks

• SMEs are usually costumers of local bank institutes

• Banks support SMEs in financing their “standard projects”, like e.g.

– modernisation and replacement of equipment; improvement of comfort

– expansion or renovation of buildings

– renewal of car fleet, etc.

• Identify the energy relevant parts of projects

• Train the bank consultants and provide them with information on energy 
measures and funding

• Support the cooperation of banks with energy consultants and funding 
bodies
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Provide sector specific funding information

• Establish fact sheets for specific 
sectors with information on 
funding possibilities

• Spread this information via the 
sector associations, consulting 
programs, banks etc.

• Organise workshops and show 
the application process for 
funding and good practice 
examples



8

Success factors of funding schemes

Planable subsidies 

• Long-running schemes instead of short-term calls 

• “Funding packages”: loans & liabilities & direct grants

Simple to apply

• Easy to understand application sheets, online application, support / 
helpdesk

The operation should be separated from the financing

• e.g. environmental subsidies in Austria

– Budget from the Ministry of Sustainability and Tourism 

– Funding scheme is operated Kommunalkredit Public Consulting



Environmental subsidies in Austria – direct grants 

www.umweltfoerderung.at/betriebe

Subsidy

up to 35% of environmental  

effective investment costs

http://www.umweltfoerderung.at/betriebe
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Providing answers through expert know-how to questions of the energy future – this goal is supported by the Austrian 

Energy Agency with its strategic personnel development.

The Austrian Energy Agency is ÖNORM ISO 50001:2011 and ISO 29990:2010 certified.
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