EUSALP
16th Meeting
Action Group 4 Mobility
March 9th 2021, Virtual Meeting
Patrick Skoniezki of the Action Group Lead (AGL) for the EGTC European Region Tyrol-South TyrolTrentino warmly welcomed everyone to the 16th AG4 Meeting. He introduced three new members:
Chiara Pizzignacco just joined the AGL in Tyrol as an intern for one year. Additionally, two members of
the Italian Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport had joined recently: Camillo Lobina and Maria
Grazia Cacopardi. Kaspar Schuler (CIPRA International) furthermore announced that, in the future,
there will be a new representative for CIPRA International as main contact person: Stephan Tischler, a
senior scientist at the University of Innsbruck specialized in Alpine transport issues.
Upon request, the agenda was changed at short notice: agenda points 4 (on the AG4 proposal for a
political statement) and 7 (on the project assessment methodology) had been swapped. As there were
no comments, the plenary approved the agenda.

1. AG4 State of Play
The AGL provided an overview of the events attended by the AGL within the past couple of months –
almost all of which took place online – and informed about upcoming meetings and conferences:














AlpGov 2 Partner Meeting 6 Nov
1st Borders Forum 9-10 Nov
EUSALP Smart Villages Conference 10 Nov
Interact webinar Towards a more connected Europe 12 Nov
EUSALP Executive Board & Board of AG Leaders meetings 25 Nov
EUSALP Annual Forum 10 Dec
AlpWeek Youth & Climate 9-11 Dec
Alpine Climate Board – Financial Opportunities 26 Jan
EUSALP Executive Board & Board of AG Leaders Meeting 12 Jan
5th EUSAIR Annual Forum 28-29 Jan
AlpGov 2 Partner Meeting 29 Jan
2nd Meeting of e-SMART's Transnational Living Lab 16 Feb
AlpGov 2 Meeting on Strategic Policy Area “Spatial planning” 25 Feb









EU Macro-Regional Strategies Week 1-5 Mar
ACB Transport Community meeting 10 Mar
EUSALP Executive Board & Board of AG Leaders Meeting Apr 8
MoVe the Alps – Conference on cycling tourism in the Alpine Space 22 Apr
Smart villages Conference 29 Apr
19th EU Week of Regions & Cities 11-14 Oct
EUSALP Road Show 2021 / 22

Xavier Garcia (AGL Région Sud-PACA) informed that during the Macroregional Strategies (MRS) Week,
AGL PACA organised a three-hour workshop on sustainable mobility. In that framework, project
promoters awarded with an AG4 Letter of Recommendation in a 1st call for project proposal
submissions had the possibility to present their projects. Alain Baron (European Commission, DG
MOVE) provided inputs on the embedding process and commented on the presented projects. Several
other informative sessions on funding opportunities in the framework of MRS’s activities took place
during that week. As the MRS Week is becoming a regular event, EUSALP actors receive the
opportunity to keep up the dialogue with decision-makers in Brussels.
X. Garcia further informed that the date of the Mobility Conference has not yet been fixed, but is
foreseen for end of May or June. In any case, the 17th AG4 Meeting should be held in autumn. AG4
members agreed to fix the 14th and 15th of September (from lunch to lunch) for their 17th Action Group
4 Meeting.
P. Skoniezki also took the opportunity to inform about the publication of a study on transport
infrastructure in low-density and depopulating areas. The study contains a list of policy
recommendations relevant for AG4, which is why it is an important reference document with regard
to future activities of AG4.
Franc Zepic (Slovenia) highlighted the importance of studies of this kind for the work for AG4 and
EUSALP in more general.

2. EU Affairs Update
Loezig André (AGL Région Sud-PACA) provided an update on the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 20212027, a key EU funding instrument supporting the elimination of missing links in Europe’s energy,
transport and digital services. In May/June, an Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Facility will be launched.
For Horizon Europe, the research and innovation framework programme for 2021-2027, cluster 5 (out
of 6) focuses on “Climate, Energy and Mobility”. The opening of a first call for proposals is foreseen for
April 2021. Four Institutionalised European Partnerships relating to transport/mobility have been
officially announced by the European Commission (EC) in February. By bringing private and public
partners together, these partnerships aim at the avoidance of investment duplication and of the
fragmentation of the research and innovation landscape.
L. André furthermore informed about the publication of the European Sustainable and Smart Mobility
Strategy by the EC. It sets the objectives for a greener, smarter and more resilient mobility sector by
2030, 2035 and 2050. 2021 is the European Year of Rail (officially launch event on March 29th).

3. EB-BAGL & AlpGov 2 Update
The AGL gave a quick update on the developments in AlpGov 2. Some of the Strategic Policy Areas
(SPAs) have been further specified. The overall goal of the SPAs is to formulate concrete
implementation initiatives to reach the defined objectives for the respective SPAs:
SPA 1 – Carbon-neutral Alpine area: From an AG4 point of view, it is important to stress that there are
different kinds of alternative propulsion systems (hydrogen, LNG, CNG, E-mobility, etc.) relevant for
different conditions.
SPA2 – Innovation Facility (no AG4 contribution)
SPA 3 – Smart villages: link with technology and digitalization
SPA 4 – Spatial Planning: complex, all AGs involved, AG4 will bring in the labelled projects.
SPA 5 – Innovation Hub for Green Business (no AG4 contribution)

7. Methodology for a Systematic Assessment of Individual Projects
Michael Bürger (AGL) and Helmut Adelsberger (InfraConceptA) took the floor to present the latest
developments around the AG4 methodology. M. Bürger briefly summarized what had happened thus
far: The 1st round of evaluations had resulted in a set of 14 projects receiving the “EUSALP AG4 Label”.
In more concrete terms, this means that they received a letter of recommendation highlighting the
value of the respective project for the fostering of sustainable mobility solutions in the Alpine Region
from a macro-regional perspective, and urging decision-making authorities to support the
implementation and/or to provide adequate financial support.
H. Adelsberger took over to present the main features of the methodology. For the 2nd call for project
proposals, the methodology itself remains unchanged. The criteria, the weighting as well as the
evaluators would be the same as was the case in the 1st call. Still, the AGL highlighted the need for
project promoters to provide more quantitative data (i.e. by quantifying expected impacts where
possible instead of describing them verbally). This would facilitate the assessment by making the
proposals directly comparable.
The next steps looked as follows:
1. Submission of project proposals between March 27th and May 21st. The AGL mentioned that
proposals submitted in the 1st call could be resubmitted under the condition of visible progress
between the 1st and the 2nd submission.
2. Assessment of project proposals by three independent evaluators in June and July.
3. Presentation of the results during the 17th AG4 Meeting in September.
4. Presentation of the labelled projects in the framework of a separate meeting in September.
5. Awarding of Letter of Recommendations to the labelled project proposals in October.
6. Poster Presentation of the labelled project proposals at the European Week of Cities and Regions
in October.

In the framework of a 3rd call, it is foreseen to revise the methodology and adapt it according to
eventual needs. P. Skoniezki added that the AGL is monitoring the procedure the 14 projects labelled
in the 1st round of assessment and trying to make them visible where possible (e.g. in the framework
of this year’s MRS Week, the EU Week of Cities and Regions, or by including the projects as additional
layer in the PoK for Mobility & Transport).

5. The Padua Charter: Together for a sustainable and efficient logistics
Daniele Testi (SOS Logistica) and Andrea Ballarin gave a presentation on the Padua Charter, a strategic
document signed by 14 high level key stakeholders involved in the logistics and transport chain
(covering demand, offer, infrastructure, equipment, innovation and end consumers value chain) in
November 2020 in the framework of the Green Logistic Intermodal Forum. The central idea is to have
one single framework signed by actors with different interests, committing them to shared objectives.
D. Testi explained that the charter constitutes an approach looking at logistics not as a burden, but as
a valuable driver of industries (the “cardiovascular system of the Union’s economy”). The document is
divided into four pillars of action:
•
•
•
•

Training, Culture and Communication
Open Communication and Digital Transformation
Metrics and Scientific Assumptions for Sustainability
(Financial) Resources and Governance

For each pillar, a range of more concrete commitments has been defined (e.g. “Support energy
transition through means of transport powered by alternative technologies” for the second pillar, or
“Optimise the use of resources from national and European funding opportunities by developing
networks and the critical mass able to make the difference” for the fourth pillar). The Padua Charter,
born through the direct commitment by the association of the logistics sector, constitutes a bottomup approach strongly supporting cooperation between the public and the private sectors. The charter’s
objectives are in line with EUSALP AG4 objectives.

6. Smart clean logistics and combined transport to support modal shift
Helen Lückge (Climonomics) directly tied up by providing input on the planned AG4 Sectoral
Implementation Initiative on Modal Shift. In the framework of AlpGov 2, all nine AGs have dedicated
themselves to one sector-specific initiative for which AG4 defined Modal Shift (in line with Thematic
Area 1 of its Work Plan 2020-2022). Based on past AG4 activities and other work by several technical
networks and projects, there is already comprehensive knowledge on needs and policy
recommendations to improve the transport system. Instead, the focus of the activity should be on
effective implementation: the proposal foresees an analysis of the network of stakeholders relevant
for the implementation of measures that support modal shift from road to rail. In a next step,
stakeholder dialogues should be organized with the support of AG4 members, based on the

stakeholder analysis. Thus far, the following cluster topics for stakeholder dialogues had been
identified:

The next steps were the following:
•
•

•

Drafting of terms of references as a basis for the commissioning of the stakeholder analysis by
the AGL.
Commissioning of a preparatory study to set the scene (early summer 2021): the study should
focus on the identification of relevant stakeholders for each cluster topic, of the relevant level
to discuss each of them, and on the formulation of recommendations on possible priority
topics / main discussion points per cluster.
Organization of stakeholder events by AG4 (autumn/winter 2021).

AG4 will be contacted with the draft terms of reference and asked to provide recommendations for
external experts to conduct the stakeholder analysis. The costs of this analysis will be covered by
the partner budget of project partner Tyrol as part of AlpGov 2.

Lunch Break

4. Update on the EUSALP AG4 Proposal for a Political Statement “Towards a coordinated policy
framework”
Helen Lückge (Climonomics) and Patrick Skoniezki (AGL) provided an update. Since the last AG4
meeting, the AGL modified the AG4 Proposal for a Political Statement substantially in terms of format:
based on feedback from the EUSALP Executive Board (EB), the central body of the document is now
substantially reduced while the original text is included as annex. The reason of this shorter version on
two pages is to provide a more concise overview that is more appropriate for a political paper.
Ahead of the meeting, the AGL conducted a survey asking members to indicate their respective
region’s or state’s expected political standing concerning the approval of the document (yes, tentative
yes, no, or tentative no, incl. reasoning, ideally). The AGL asked all members who have not yet done so
to provide an answer to the survey as soon as possible. The next EB-BAGL on April 8th provides a good
opportunity to communicate the expected endorsement of the document by AG4 regions/states to
the EUSALP Executive Board members, for which the AGL needs to have a rough overview.

Regarding the subsequent procedure, the AGL will prepare an official letter to be signed by the French
EUSALP Presidency and then sent to the political representatives responsible for transport and mobility
of the EUSALP states and regions. This letter will ask for the national and regional decision-makers’
written support of the document. The 4th EUSALP AG4 Mobility Conference, then, constitutes a
platform within the context of EUSALP to present the document and to discuss possible pathways
towards implementation with a broader audience. Finally, the official recognition of the Statement by
the political General Assembly will be pursued after the Conference. The AGL further specified that a
EUSALP-wide unanimous approval of the Statement by the Executive Board is not required, as it is a
sector-specific document focusing on mobility and transport.
Matteo Brumati (Piedmont) expressed concerns related to the EUSALP Rules of Procedure for Action
Groups (Art. 5, par.1, bullet point 8), and would prefer the AG4 to elaborate policy recommendations
rather than a political document.
Jacopo Riccardi (Liguria) shared Piedmont’s position, and argued that AG4 should be an actor, but not
a performing actor drafting political documents and proposed a change in the Statement.
Matthias Rinderknecht (Switzerland) added that the AG4 should be the tool or instrument acting at
the interface between different levels of decision-making. Furthermore he requested to receive in
advance the letter addressing the Swiss cantons. The AGL replied that it would share the draft letter
with all AG4 members.
Franc Zepic (Slovenia) raised concerns about the term “streamlining” in connection with fuel/electricity
taxation, which should be replaced by less concrete wording, since transport ministers do not have the
competence to decide on national taxation matters. He also requested to add footnotes with links to
the sources in the main text.
Grazia Maria Cacopadi (Italy) expressed that Italy would not be in the position to accept the content
of the document and would, if possible, propose several changes to the text which would require more
time. She agreed with Piedmont and Liguria on the procedure and found it not appropriate to get this
political statement signed by national ministries or regions due to concerns over competencies,
mentioning specifically the ongoing negotiations at EU level on the revision of the Eurovignette
Directive.
Alvise Rossi (Veneto) seconded Italy and highlighted the complexity of the document dealing with
many aspects involving several ministries, such as pricing and taxation.
Alberto Cozzi (Friuli Venezia Giulia) said that FVG Region could not sign a document that includes
matters of national competence.
Patrick Skoniezki (AGL) emphasised that the AG4 should indeed ac as the provider, or enabler, for
political decision-makers to sign a document and commit themselves to political actions. The AGL
explained that the AG6 had already prepared a EUSALP political declaration on soil protection, as had
AG7 on green infrastructure, and both declarations had been successfully signed by EUSALP states and
regions, demonstrating clearly enough that the intended procedure is within the scope of EUSALP
guidelines.
Olivier Margouet (Région Sud-PACA) informed that the French regions Auvergne Rhône-Alpes and
Bourgogne Franche-Comté requested to add a reference to green hydrogen for mobility in order to
sign the statement.
Patrick Skoniezki (AGL) added that a direct reference of the recently published EU Sustainable and
Smart Mobility Strategy would be included.

The AGL thanked participants for their inputs and informed that it will re-send an updated version
reflecting the feedbacks received. Members will also have the chance for an additional feedback
round. At the EB-BAGL meeting on 8 April the AGL will provide an update on the status quo. The
sending of the official letter by the French Presidency to the political representatives is foreseen
shortly after this meeting.

8. AG4 Communication Activities: Proposal for a Newsmail
Carole Bidaine (AGL) informed about a new AG4 communication activity planned for the near future:
the regular release of an AG4 Newsmail. The idea is to send out updates on AG4 activities about twice
per semester, encompassing news (e.g. from AG4 events) as well as links to past activities and results
with sustained importance (e.g. recommendation s from the AG4 study focused on the optimization
of multi-modal logistic chains). Key is to keep the content of the Newsmail as concise as possible,
providing links to existing articles on our EUSALP website with more information.
The AG4 Newsmail shall be sent to all actors relevant in the sector of mobility/transport from the AG4
regions. For this reason, AG4 members have been asked to update the contact list of mobility actors
for their respective regions until March 12th. The first AG4 Newsmail informing about the 16th AG4
Meeting will be sent out as soon as the corresponding article on the EUSALP website is finalized.
9. Update on iMONITRAF!
Helen Lückge (Climonomics) informed about the iMONITRAF! scenarios 2030 serving as a basis for the
political discussion as well as for the network’s internal agenda-setting. Three policy scenarios
considering different rationales are assessed in the study: 1) a modal shift scenario, 2) a technology
scenario, and 3) a combined scenario integrating the positive aspects of both approaches. Future
iMONITRAF! activities will be guided by the latter scenario.
H. Lückge went on to inform about the virtual iMONITRAF! Political Roundtable from November 2nd.
At the event, there was an exchange between the political representatives from Tyrol and Central
Switzerland, concluding the great importance of keeping up the work of iMONITRAF! to relieve the
corridors most affected by transalpine freight transit. Two important outcomes were: the signing of a
new iMONITRAF! Political Resolution 2020 and the signing of the new Partnership Agreement 20212022.
In February this year, the iMONITRAF! Annual Report 2020 was published on the iMONITRAF! website.
It provides a concise overview of the network's lobbying activities on the Eurovignette Directive and
Toll Plus, gathers insights into its monitoring activities, a collection of regional transport measures, etc.

10. Update on Alpine Convention WG Transport
Nathalie Morelle (Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine Convention) gave a brief overview on the
activities conducted by the Transport Working Group of the Alpine Convention. The latest results of

the WG Transport were approved by the Alpine Conference on December 10th 2020 and are available
for download on their website:
•
•
•

Towards a modal shift of transalpine freight transit, including a set of 13 recommendations
(which will also feed AG4 Sectoral Implementation Initiative on Modal Shift)
Reduction of mobility demand and shift to environmentally sustainable modes – Strategies
and measures in the Alps
Air Quality – Measures on sustainable mobility in the Alpine towns & cities

In addition, the new mandate for 2021-22 has been approved and covers the following areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

External costs of transport and status of Alpine infrastructure
Policies and instruments for sustainable mobility
Potential of technologies for the promotion of sustainable passenger transport
Accessibility of remote mountain destinations (from the tourism point of view)
Evolution of commuters’ behaviour due to the sanitary crisis
Contribution to the Alpine Convention Atlas --> visualize information
Continuation and reinforcement of cooperation with relevant institutions (incl. EUSALP)

N. Morelle furthermore informed about some upcoming events that are relevant for AG4: “MoVe the
Alps” (April 22nd), the 3rd edition of YOALIN (summer 2021), and a joint conference with the Zurich
Process / environment and transport ministers allowing for high-level cooperation on modal shift to
bring forward cooperation on modal shift through concrete steps (autumn 2022).

Closing of the meeting

As there were no further inquiries, the AGL thanked all participants for the active participation and
closed the meeting. The AGL used the opportunity to highlight once more the current priority of
advancing with and finalize the first round of project assessments. The 17th AG4 Meeting will take
place on September 14th and 15th 2021 (lunchtime to lunchtime) in Nice.
Additional relevant documents are available on the online File Sharing Area (Folder: AG4 16th
Meeting):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meeting Agenda
AG4 State of Play (Presentation by the AGL Tyrol)
EU Affairs Update (Presentation by AGL Sud-PACA)
Update on the AG4 Proposal for a Political Statement (Presentation by the AGL Tyrol)
The Padua Charter: Together for a sustainable and efficient logistics (Charter, Presentation)
Smart clean logistics and combined transport to support modal shift (Presentation by Helen Lückge)
Modal shift – Overview of Cluster Topics for Stakeholder Dialogues
Methodology for a Systemic Assessment of Individual Projects (Presentation by Helmut Adelsberger)
AG4 Communication Activities: Proposal for a Newsmail (Presentation by the AGL Tyrol)

•
•
•

Update on Alpine Convention WG Transport (Presentation by Nathalie Morelle)
EUSALP AG4 Proposal for a Political Statement “Towards a coordinated policy framework” (EN, DE)
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