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Day 1  
 

Patrick Skoniezki of the Action Group Lead (AGL) for the EGTC European Region Tyrol-South Tyrol-

Trentino warmly welcomed everyone to the first day of the 17th AG4 Meeting. Twelve people were 

present physically and even more online. He welcomed also the AG4’s guest Maxime Bernard from the 

EUSALP Youth Council. Xavier Garcia (AGL Région Sud-PACA) welcomed everyone to the meeting too. 

As there were no comments, the plenary approved the agenda. 

 

 

1. AG4 State of Play 

 

The meeting started with a Tour de Table, where every Member and Observer was offered the floor 

to briefly share any news from their region / country / organisation that might be relevant to the work 

of the AG4. Gilles Chomat (Switzerland) informed that the Swiss population rejected the CO2-law and 

that in November the Swiss National Mobility Conference will take place, where online participation is 

possible too. Franc Žepič (Slovenia) informed that Slovenia took over the presidency of the Council of 

the EU, and will therefore handle the final steps of the Eurovignette. Moreover, an initiative for a new 

TEN-T corridor from Austria to Bulgaria is now under the phase of signing. Laura Pretto (Autonomous 

Province of Trento) introduced Massimo Negriolli (Autonomous Province of Trento), who will take her 

position in one month as this will be her last AG4 meeting. Alfred Nagelschmied (Styria), Camillo Lobina 

(Italy), Alberto Cozzi (Friuli Venezia Giulia), Harry Seybert (Bavaria), Jacopo Riccardi (Liguria), Jörg Putzl 

(Carinthia) and Paolo Dileno (Central European Initiative) shared project ideas and news from their 

region / country / organisation. At the end, X. Garcia shared some news from the EUSALP. The 

Technical Support Structure (TSS) is currently being established, for which Région Sud-PACA applied 

together with Lombardy. One person will be responsible for AG2, AG3 and AG4. Moreover, he 

informed that the French Presidency is coming to an end and thus South Tyrol and Trentino will take 

over the presidency next year. 

  



 

The AGL provided an overview of the events attended by the AGL within the past couple of months – 

almost all of which took place online – and informed about upcoming meetings and conferences: 

 

The question whether the next AG4 meeting in November/December is to be held online/physically 

was discussed. The AGL will send out a quick online survey where the AG4 members can indicate their 

preferences regarding upcoming meetings. 

 

 

2. EUSALP Update 

 

P. Skoniezki informed that it is not possible to send out an AG4 Newsmail due to data protection law, 

as discussed at the last AG4 meeting. Instead, the main channel of communication will the website as 

well as via social media on the official EUSALP accounts (e.g. for the Mobility Conference). Furthermore 

the AGL provided an update on the Platform of Knowledge (PoK) for Mobility and Transport. Two 

new layers have been added: One for the labelled projects from the first call – the projects from the 

second call will then be added too – and one for the good practice examples in the field of mobility 

from the Smart Villages project. Additional layers that will show AG4’s recent studies (e.g. on 

alternative fuels and on pricing components) are currently being developed. 

  

 ACB Transport Community Meeting 10 Mar 
 Kick-off of the European Year of Rail 2021 29 Mar 
 EUSALP Board of AG Leaders Meeting 7 Apr 
 EUSALP Executive Board & Board of AG Leaders Meeting 8 Apr 
 MoVethe Alps –Conference on cycling tourism in the Alpine Space 22 Apr 
 SMARTLOGI Final Conference 26 Apr 
 Smart Villages Final Conference 29 Apr 
 Connect @lpineSpace 2021+! -Resilience to climate change 5 May 
 EUSALP Smart Mountains 10-11 May 
 Webinar “Smart, clean and quiet? Electrifying transport in cities and regions” 

(EU Green Week 2021 Partner Event) 12 May 
 AG4 Mobility Conference 20 May 
 ACB Transport Community Seminar (EU Sustainable & Smart Mobility Strategy) 

27 May 
 Alpine Convention Working Group Transport 1 Jun 
 AlpGov2 Meeting on Strategic Policy Area “Spatial Planning” 14 Jun 
 EUSALP Capacity Building 16 Jun 
 EUSALP Board of AG Leaders Meeting 25 Jun 
 ACB Transport Community Meeting 28 Jun 
 EUSALP Executive Board & Board of AG Leaders Meeting 1 Jul 

 
 EUSALP Executive Board & EB-BAGL Meeting, Grenoble & online, 6 and 8 Oct 
 City-Mountain cooperation: Together towards carbon neutrality, Grenoble, 7 Oct 
 European Week of Regions and Cities, online, 11-14 Oct 
 iMONITRAF! PoliticalroundtableEU Yearof Rail, Brussels, 9 Nov 
 InterregAlpine Space2021-2027 Kick-off conference, Salzburg, 22-23 Nov 
 EUSALP Annual Forum, Nice, 16 and 17 Dec 
 EUSALP Road Show 2021 / 22 
 18th AG4 Meeting  

http://sdi.eurac.edu/AlpinePoKforTransportandMobility/


 

3. EU Affairs Update 

 

X. Garcia informed about the ongoing process regarding the Eurovignette Directive, where a 
provisional agreement was reached. The new Directive foresees stricter and larger rules to tackle CO2 
emissions and distance-based charges, for which only few exceptions will be allowed (e.g. in case of 
low density population). Helen Lückge (Climonomics) added that the first agreement reached in the 
summer still has to be approved by the EU Parliament. She highlighted the adjustments made in the 
last version, according to which there is an extension of exceptions (e.g. phasing-out of time-based 
charges further extended). 
 
Matteo Brumati (Piedmont) raised the question whether someone from the AG4 will assess the last 
version. H. Lückge answered that CIPRA has already done a very detailed assessment and that the 
iMONITRAF! network also provided some feedback. Stephan Tischler (CIPRA International) added that 
CIPRA is rather critical regarding the current compromise and is now updating its assessment. F. Žepič 
added that according to his knowledge the Directive is closed content wise, meaning only the linguistic 
versions, thus the translation of English in all EU languages, are on the table now. H. Lückge answered 
that there is still a second reading, where amendments are still possible. Grazia Maria Cacopardi (Italy) 
added that she received the national version of the final text and has now time until 4 October to 
correct the national linguistic version.  
 
It remained unclear to the AG4 whether amendments regarding the content of the Eurovignette 
Directive are still possible. 
 
Explanatory text by the AGL as annex to the meeting minutes: the text is currently closed for 
amendments. However, after translation in all EU languages a second reading of the EU Parliament 
and voting will take place in autumn 2021.  
 
 
X. Garcia continued to inform about the Fit for 55 Package. In the European Commission Work 
Programme for 2021, the revisions and initiatives linked to the European Green Deal climate actions 
and in particular the climate target plan's 55 % net reduction target by 2030 are presented under the 
Fit for 55 package. The package contains legislative proposals to revise the entire EU 2030 climate and 
energy framework. 
 
Moreover X. Garcia informed about the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 2 regulation from 2021-2027. 
The CEF 2 regulation was adopted in June by the Council and in July by the European Parliament with 
a transport budget of 25,8 billion €. The main goal of the work plan 2021-23 is to align CEF funds with 
the objective of ecological transition, for which also a list of priorities and actions exists. The funding 
rate remains unchanged: 50% studies, 30% infrastructural work (50% for cross-border, waterway and 
railway interoperability projects). The first call will open on 16th of September (deadline mid-January 
2022). The work plan 2024-27 will take into account the legislative reviews, however details are not 
yet available. Additionally, X. Garcia informed the Ten-T Days will take place from 28 – 30 June 2022. 
 
Constance Poire (Région Sud-PACA) added that there will be an info day by the European Commission 
on 27th of September, for which information will be published soon. Matthias Rinderknecht 
(Switzerland) asked if there is already a timeframe for different steps to go through regarding the Fit 
for 55 (answer: no, there is not). 
 
X. Garcia moved on to the Contingency Plan for transport. As Covid-19 has had a dramatic impact on 
transport businesses this roadmap by the European Commission aimed to draw lessons from the 



 

pandemic and to ensure crisis preparedness and business continuity for the future. The roadmap is 
open for feedback until 28th of September (europa.eu). 
 

4. Contribution of EUSALP states and regions to the EU Year of Rail & Call for Action “Facing the 

Transport Challenge” 

 

P. Skoniezki reminded about the decision by the AGL to postpone the “Call for Action” on 20 April as it 
seemed difficult to find a compromise. However, the AGL wanted to make a new effort to get a paper 
that can find political support. In light of the European Year of Rail it was decided to get the positions 
and priorities on paper, which were shared by politicians at the AG4 Mobility Conference. The new 
proposal, which is also looking back at the previous work, can thus be seen as an outcome of this event. 
The first draft was sent out on 28 July. After a first feedback round all the comments and track changes 
were collected and sent out with a new title (“Contribution of EUSALP states and regions to the EU 
Year of Rail”), knowing that the term declaration, as used in the first draft, can be delicate. After a first 
feedback round this AG4 meeting was used to go through the questions. One key question was 
regarding the target group this document shall address. The idea was to address primarily the 
European Commission (particularly DG Move), and to address other EU Institution, the Alpine 
Convention and other relevant institutions. M. Brumati suggested to address the EU (all institutions) 
with our demands instead of the European Commission only. He added that a reference to tackling 
railway demand in low density areas should be added. 
 

Vorarlberg, Salzburg, South Tyrol, Carinthia, Trentino expressed they will very likely support the paper 
politically. Styria would agree from a technical point of view, but was unsure about political support. 
Italy asked for more time to receive the official position by political representatives. Slovenia asked if 
other national ministers will support it. Bavaria will check the updated version from a technical and 
political point of view. Switzerland had some doubts about support at ministerial national level, as 
many declarations circulating these days cause an inflation effect. 
 
P. Skoniezki highlighted once again that this document is not a EUSALP declaration, but a sectoral 
declaration and thus a declaration of the willing. However, the overall feedback allows for positive 
expectations regarding the signing of the document. 
 
P. Skoniezki moved forward to summarise the way forward. The aim is to finalise this paper before the 
end of the year. Therefore, consensus within the AG4 is important (even though we do not know if it 
will be supported) in order to not create the image in front of the EB that there is disagreement within 
the AG4. The role of the EB is not to approve/disapprove but they need to know whether there is a 
consensus in our AG to produce such a document in general. The AG4 members were thus asked to 
give their feedback regarding the matter. The AGL will share the actual version on 22nd September, 
allowing for a second feedback round until October. The steps forward will be explained once more by 
the AGL in a mail directly after this meeting. 
 

The AGL thanked the members for their statements and will send an updated version for a final 

feedback round within AG4. 

 

 

5. Smart clean logistics and combined transport to support modal shift 

 

Michael Bürger (AGL EGTC European Region Tyrol-South Tyrol-Trentino) provided a short overview 
over the AG4 implementation initiative on modal shift, which is an essential part of AlpGov2. The 



 

involvement of stakeholders will help to formulate policy recommendations, which we be part of a 
EUSALP Policy Brief at the end of AlpGov2 in June 2022. 
 
The study builds on AG4 activities as well as insights and recommendations of AlpInnoCT and other 
relevant projects. Building on this study, stakeholder dialogues will be organised. Several companies 
were invited to tender for commissioning this preparatory study. Four tenders were received (RAPP 
Trans AG, INFRAS, LINKS Foundation, TRT Trasporti e Territorio). According to the price/quality ratio 
50/50, the best offer was submitted by the LINKS Foundation who are commissioned to implement 
working steps 1-3. This includes the definition of the methodological approach, the application of the 
stakeholder analysis as well as preparing a concept for the stakeholder dialogues. For Working Step 4 
(follow-up order), thus the implementation of the Workshops in November 2021 – January 2022, 
support by the AG4 members will be needed. The final report is due in January 2022. 
 
P. Skoniezki highlighted that the aim of this activity is to reach the implementation level and answers 
L. Pretto’s question regarding the early deadline in January: The deadline is set in January because of 
the end of AlpGov2 in June and the need to produce policy recommendations based on these dialogue 
events until then.  
 

 

6. Update on iMONITRAF! 

 

H. Lückge gave an update on iMONITRAF! activities. New policy scenarios have been developed last 
year (Alpine Freight Transit Traffic – iMONITRAF! scenarios 2030). The Combined Scenario found a lot 
of support in the group as well as political support, and was thus chosen as the way forward for the 
iMONITRAF! network. The next step was to break down the combined scenario to policy pathways to 
see what is needed to implement this scenario. The first input paper with proposals for three different 
policy pathways was developed and discussed in a Workshop in June, streamlining the proposal 
towards one main policy pathway. In a following workshop this shall be further discussed. On 9th of 
November the policy pathways will be presented at an iMONITRAF! event in the context of the 
European Year of Rail in Brussels, including a political discussion with MEPs. 
 

 

7. Alternative propulsions systems and fuels 

 

Olivier Margouet (AGL Région Sud-PACA) took the floor to provide an update on the discussion 

regarding a common roadmap for alternative propulsion systems and fuels, as there have been some 

interesting proposals during the Webinar in November 2020. In session 1 the following key factors for 

success have been identified: consistency, massification and public incentives and investment. Session 

2 and 3 dealt with the ports of EUSALP as well as the refuelling and charging networks. According to 

the objectives and the outputs of the workshops the proposal for a common strategy for EUSALP 

should obtain sufficient and continuous coverage of the macro-region for recharging and alternative 

fuels, including outside the secondary networks. It should go further than the objectives of the AFID 

directive and it should ensure the extension and continuity of the CNG-LNG network in line with the 

objectives of the AFID directive: natural gas will continue to play a major role in decarbonizing 

transport, particularly for road freight, until electricity, hydrogen and derived fuels reached 

commercial maturity. Furthermore, a main point on which we can act is the coordination of regional 

policies, however so far it remains upon us how to propose this. P. Skoniezki added that we already 

collected a lot of relevant data, gathered in the Alpine PoK for Mobility and Transport. Thus, collecting 

http://sdi.eurac.edu/AlpinePoKforTransportandMobility/


 

data from the regions regularly could be a good starting point for making decisions and strategies. 

In the long term the AG4 could consider a roadmap or a white paper. 

 
 
As there were no further comments the first day of the meeting ended an hour earlier.  

 

 

 

Day 2 
 

 

P. Skoniezki welcomed everyone to the second day of the 17th AG4 Meeting. 

 

 

8. EUSALP Youth Council 

 

M. Bernard took the floor to present briefly the EUSALP Youth Council. The Youth Council is a new 

EUSALP institution composed of four persons of each alpine country. The first meeting was held in 

Innsbruck in August, where they talked about all AGs, but it appeared that the AG4 was the most 

interesting for most of the young people. This is because mobility is the most important topic related 

to greenhouse gas emissions and a very important topic for young people, who want to travel and go 

to school/work by public transport. Thus, M. Bernard concluded, it is a pleasure for him to be here and 

to discuss this with the AG4. 

 

 

9. Update on the Alpine Convention 

 

Nathalie Morelle (Alpine Convention) gave a brief overview on the activities conducted by the 

Transport Working Group of the Alpine Convention. Since the end of last year the Transport WG has 

been working on quite an ambitious mandate with several topics. The next meeting will be held on 28-

29 September. As mobility is one of the priorities of the current Swiss Presidency, several activities 

relating to cycling took place this year: MoVe the Alps, Conference on Cycling Tourism, 22 April; MoVe 

INN now, youth bike trip along the Inn river, 29 July – 12 August. The closing event of the 3rd edition 

of YOALIN (Youth Alpine Interrail) will take place in Innsbruck on 20 September. Looking at the 

upcoming events N. Morelle highlighted the mid-term Conference of Environment and Transport 

Ministers of the Alpine States (14 January 2022) and the 17th Alpine Conference (7-9 September 2022). 

Moreover, as the current work programme is expiring, the Swiss Presidency is leading the creation of 

a new Multi-Annual Work Programme for 2023-30. 

 

P. Skoniezki added that the Conference of Environment and Transport Ministers is a good opportunity 

for the AG4 to present the paper on the EU Year of Rail and to strengthen the cooperation between 

the Alpine Convention and the AG4. M. Rinderknecht added that Switzerland currently has the double 

presidency of the Zurich Process and the Alpine Convention until end of autumn 2022. Therefore, a 

combination of transport and environment issues could create synergies and thus have a greater 

impact. One of the priorities for the transport sector is modal shift, thus especially interesting for the 

https://www.alpconv.org/en/home/organisation/thematic-working-bodies/detail/transport-working-group/


 

AG4. A first thesis paper concerning principals of environment and transport issues will be presented 

at the mid-term conference on 14 January 2022. Based on this a so-called Action Plan will be presented 

on the final conference in September 2022. The Alpine Conference will mark the end of the Swiss 

Presidency. 

 
 
10. Methodology for a systematic assessment of individual projects – 2nd call for project proposals 

 

M. Bürger took the floor to present the results of the 2nd Call and started by thanking all for the good 

cooperation. Helmut Adelsberger (InfraConceptA), who was part of the progress from the beginning 

and who is one of the three independent evaluators, directly tied up to briefly summarize the basic 

features of the methodological approach to recall the methodology the evaluators applied right at the 

beginning. For the project assessment, a dedicated AG4 task force developed a multicriteria analysis 

composed of two parts (Coherence: factual and political criteria; Performance: economy, society, 

environment) which was approved by the AG4. In order to get labelled, 50 out of max. 100 points both 

for Coherence and Performance are needed.  

 

This year, 18 projects were submitted by Bavaria (ten projects), Veneto (five projects), South Tyrol (one 

project) and Vorarlberg (one project). Bavaria retired four projects, which actually were programmes, 

and replaced them by two new projects. Following, 16 projects in total were evaluated individually by 

three evaluators according to the methodology: Helmut Adelsberger, Stefan Marzelli and Carlo Vaghi. 

 



 

 
 

Based on the evaluation six projects have achieved the EUSALP AG4 label: BAV.2, BAV.11, ENG.2, 

ENG.3, FVG.1 and VBG.1. 



 

 
 

M. Bürger took over to give an overview of the timeline beginning with a summary on what has 

happened so far. After the presentation of the 2nd Call in March the open call for project submissions 

started on 27 March and ended on 21 May (after the requested extension). After a completeness check 

the assessment by the evaluators was carried out, including also two evaluator workshops. As last year, 

the results were distributed before the AG4 meeting and were presented in today’s meeting. The 

deadline for objections is set for 9 October, thus one month after sending out the results. Right 

afterwards the Letters of Recommendation will be distributed. At the 18th AG4 meeting the labelled 

projects will be presented. Moreover, the possibility of a third call for projects as well as possible 

methodology changes should be discussed there.  

 

M. Bürger further informed that the AG4 Project Labelling will be presented at the European Week of 

Regions and Cities, where there will be an online exhibition as well as an exhibitor’s pitch (“Sustainable 

Mobility in the Alpine Region – getting the Green Deal done”, 12 October, 17.30-18.30, online). Also 

the results of the project assessment will be presented there, which is why the AGL already started to 

design posters for the labelled projects. All project submitters are asked to send good images of their 

projects and to have a look at the factsheets once more. The AGL will then send out a draft of the 

posters for a final check. These posters can then be used for further online/physical presentations and 

exhibitions.  

 

Andrea Rossetto (Veneto) asked why the projects submitted by Veneto are named ENG. H. Adelsberger 

explained that the projects were submitted with these abbreviations but if all agree we can change it 

back to VEN. Everyone agreed. Furthermore, A. Rossetto asked to see the evaluation sheets. Moreover, 

he asked why the Ciclovia del Garda is categorized as “other kind of projects” and why the environment 

score is that low. M. Bürger replied that the latter could be discussed when considering a possible 

revision of the methodology. He explained that the categorization of projects has no effect on the 

score and that the environment score resulted from applying the methodology. 



 

A. Rossetto, thanking for the opportunity given to have a meeting with the evaluators in order to better 

understand the specific evaluations, raised a general question on which he raises a reflection to the 

group. Some documents have recently been shared ("Joint paper on spatial planning" and "Call for 

action") which contain indications consistent with some of the rejected projects. It focuses on the 

coherence between the programming and planning phase and the implementation phase, as a lack of 

coherence would be negative for the whole action group. H. Adelsberger also replied on the merits of 

the rejection of the projects, saying that they seemed only the tip of the iceberg. They have not been 

labeled as, although in line with the schedules, their implementation would have led to a development 

and consequently, inevitably, greater movements of passenger and freight vehicles. 

 

M. Bürger replied that the assessment has to follow the common methodological approach elaborated 

by the Task Force together with the AG4. As the projects have to achieve 50 points in coherence and 

performance, it may happen that some submitted projects do not receive the label. It is not the aim to 

label all projects listed in regional or national strategies, but rather to support the implementation of 

sustainable mobility projects in the Alpine Region that stand out from a macroregional perspective. H. 

Adelsberger explained that there would be projects that may have relevant secondary or remote 

effects not considered in the submitted data sheets, which if taken into account might change the 

outcome of the assessment even decisively. Without a complete overview of also these hidden effects, 

it would be difficult or impossible to evaluate such projects in a sound way.  

 

H. Seybert pointed out to the difficulty of providing an answer to all the questions. Often this is only 

possible if a project is quite far developed. M. Bürger agreed that we should discuss also about how to 

deal with projects that are in an early stage of development. 

 

N. Morelle recalled that AG4 members and observers needed to have a look at the factsheets to 

validate the results. M. Bürger replied that this validation could only concern the labelled projects, and 

not all submitted projects, which is restricted to the external evaluators. The AGL will once more have 

a look how this procedure was handled for the first call. It is important to have this validation process 

ready in time before the presentation at the European Week of Regions and Cities. 

 

P. Skoniezki concluded by pointing out that resubmissions are always possible. For now the AGL took 

note of the wish to present the submitted projects to the evaluators in order to better explain these 

projects in more detail. The best option for doing so needs to be found for the 3rd project call. All the 

project promoters of the labelled projects from the 2nd call will have the opportunity to present their 

projects to the AG4, most likely during the 18th AG4 meeting.  

 

 

Moving up the agenda, P. Skoniezki announced that a few project presentations are coming up now. 

However, point 14, the presentation on the New Interreg Alpine Space, had to be removed from the 

agenda as Anne-Séverine Lay (Interreg Alpine Space) unfortunately could not join us today. 

 

 

11. Interreg Central Europe project SMACKER 

 



 

Roman Klementschitz (BOKU) took the floor to present the Interreg project SMACKER. SMACKER 

consists of six regional partner, who developed a transnational strategy for demand responsive / 

sustainable services in rural and urban-peripheral areas serving mainly residents or both tourists and 

residents combined. Two conferences already took place; another one is planned for spring, to which 

the AG4 members are invited. The aims of the project are to improve / extend public transport offers 

and mobility services; to improve the booking systems of mobility systems, which means also 

translating it in different languages; to improve information to potential users; and to improve public 

awareness.  

 

Manfred Mair (Regional Management Osttirol) took over to go into detail by presenting the SMACKER 

pilot region East Tyrol of Austria. To meet this region’s challenges the focus here was on three aspects: 

strengthening e-mobility, social scientific research for sustainable mobility offers and mobility offers 

for tourism. 

 

M. Brumati raised the question whether the project in East Tyrol is more suitable for tourists of for 

residents. M. Mair answered that it works for both, especially when looking at the e-car sharing where 

the last mile challenge can be solved for both tourists and residents. M. Rinderknecht added that in 

Switzerland there is an app, Schweiz Mobil, where you can organize several mobility offers as well as 

cultural and sport events and asked if there is a similar project, where all mobility services and the 

further touristic attraction can be handled. M. Mair explained that a big step towards mobility as a 

service in one app has been made, but there are some difficulties. 

 

 

12. Interreg Alpine Space project MELINDA 

 

Gilda de Marco (Insiel S.p.A.) took the floor to present MELINDA, an Interreg Alpine Space project in 

the field of transport, which started in April 2018 and finished in August 2021 after an extension of 

four months due to the pandemic. The scope of the project was to improve the awareness about 

discriminating factors that support or preclude an increasing low carbon mobility in the passenger 

transport field, in order to address policies and business models more focused on low carbon 

solutions. MELINDA’s work focused on three pillars: people (Transnational Multidisciplinary Panel), 

tools (Framework and Participative Processes) and analysis (Evidences, trends, supporting policies and 

business model). The lessons learnt from the projects are that there is no unique winning model 

(people and context need to be considered; e.g. the local pilots of MELINDA had different foci), that 

change is possible and the awareness of dynamics. 

 

G. Chomat asked whether it was a choice that there were many different foci for different pilot regions. 

G. de Marco explained that it was indeed on purpose, as regions are diverse and thus the context of 

the territory needs to be considered. 

 

 

13. Interreg Alpine Space project ASTUS 

 

Chloé Ribaudeau (Région Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes) took the floor to present the Interreg project ASTUS, 

which started in 2016 and ended in 2019. Twelve partners from five Alpine Space countries were 



 

involved. ASTUS’ overall objective was to reduce the carbon impacts linked to daily mobility in the 

Alps in a long term perspective. In order to achieve this objective 17 pilot sites in the alpine territory 

tested and implemented the ASTUS tools. Four main results can be identified. First, a typology of 

alpine territories defined seven ASTUS region types with similar challenges and need. Second, a 

transnational methodology for low CO2 scenarios was developed to support territories in finding their 

own specific way towards a low carbon transport future. Third, a CO2 minimizer toolbox collected ten 

decision making tools assessing the social, environmental and financial impacts of potential innovative 

low CO2 solutions. Fourth, a transnational conclusions report and recommendations were published 

at the end of the project to share the conclusions drawn from the experiences of the pilot sites who 

applied ASTUS’ methodology. 

 

Ralf Kühn (Salzburg) asked whether there was any feedback from the project partners and if the 

instruments have been applied in practice. C. Ribaudeau answered that the ASTUS methodology and 

tools are indeed being used, e.g. in the field of spatial planning. G. Chomat asked how concrete the 

tools are regarding implementation. C. Ribaudeau explained that ASTUS’ goals was to identify the 

different challenges of the regions and to build an action plan based on these, meaning to find solutions 

before the implementation phase. 

 

 

14. New Interreg Alpine Space 

 

There was no presentation by A.-S. Lay. The slides will be shared. 

 

 

15 The Nice-Saint-Augustin exchange multimodal station 

 

X. Garcia explained the importance of the railway line Marseille – Nice for the South of France and 

welcomed the colleagues from the Métropole Nice-Côte d’Azur. Dominique Lecluse and Alexandre 

Lamaitre (SNCF) presented the project (translated by Alice Jude, Métropole Nice-Côte d’Azur). D. 

Lecluse and A. Lamaitre started with an explanation of the context of the Grand Arenas area. The 

ambition of the Nice-Saint-Augustin multimodal interchange is to enable simpler, clearer and more 

pleasant travelling. In the same place there will be a railway station, the three tram lines of the city 

(connecting also the airport to the city), the bus station and everything will be accessible by foot. In 

total, this project will generate 12 million passengers / year. Moreover, the interchange hub is part of 

a bigger project that will connect Nice Airport to the high-speed railway network. In the future the 

high-speed trains will arrive at the multimodal interchange (forecasted evolution: 20 TGVs per day; 18 

million users which is an increase of 50%) and can switch directly to the tram, which takes them to the 

city centre, or walk to the airport. 

 

X. Garcia concluded to highlight the importance of this project not only for daily commuting but also 

for cross-border mobility.  

 

 

Closing of the meeting 



 

As there were no further inquiries, the AGL thanked all participants for the active participation and 

closed the meeting. X. Garcia especially thanked L. Pretto as this was her last AG4 meeting for now. 

The 18th AG4 meeting will take place in autumn; date and location still need to be fixed. 

 

 

Additional relevant documents are available on the online File Sharing Area (Folder: AG4 – 17th 

Action Group Meeting) 

 

• Meeting Agenda 

• Participants List 

• AG4 State of Play (Presentation by the AGL Tyrol) 

• EUSALP Update (Presentation by the AGL Tyrol) 

• EU Affairs Update (Presentation by the AGL Sud-PACA) 

• Contribution of EUSALP states and regions to the EU Year of Rail (Presentation by the AGL Tyrol) 

• Towards implementation: Stakeholder dialogues. Proposal for an implementation initiative (Presentation by 

the AGL Tyrol & Helen Lückge) 

• Update on iMONITRAF! activities – Towards a new policy pathway (Presentation by Helen Lückge) 

• Alternative propulsion systems and fuels: Discussion on a common roadmap (Presentation by the AGL Sud-

PACA) 

• Update on the Alpine Convention WG Transport (Presentation by Nathalie Morelle) 

• Results of Systematic Assessment of Individual Projects (Presentation by the AGL Tyrol & Helmut 

Adelsberger) 

• Project SMACKER – Strategies for DRT planning in rural and periurban areas (Presentation by Roman 

Klementschitz & Manfred Mair) 

• Interreg Alpine Space Project MELINDA (Presentation by Gilda de Marco) 

• ASTUS – Alpine smart transport and urbanism strategies (Presentation by Chloé Ribaudeau) 

• New Interreg Alpine Space (Presentation by Anne-Séverine Lay) 

• Nice Saint-Augustin multimodal exchange centre (Presentation by the Métropole Nice-Côte d’Azur) 
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