
 

 

 

 

How may forest and timber practitioners as well as civil society 

respond to the climate crisis? 
 

6 September 2022 • 14:00-17:00 • Fiera Bolzano 

Via della Fiera, 1, 39100 Bolzano/Bozen 

 

in the frame of the Sustainability Days Südtirol – Alto Adige 2022 

 

The EUSALP Task Force “Multifunctional Forests and Sustainable Use of Timber” (TF-

MFSUT) gathering AG2, AG6, AG7, AG8 and AG9 and co-lead by Christian Hoffmann and 

Gian Antonio Battistel (AG6) organized in collaboration with the Italian EUSALP Presidency 

this workshop as a side event at the Sustainability Days Südtirol – Alto Adige 2022. 
 

Find further information, documents and videos here: https://www.alpine-

region.eu/events/how-may-forest-and-timber-practitioners-well-civil-society-respond-climate-

crisis. 
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Challenges in Forest Administration and Governance: How to manage forest 

adaptation? 

 

The New National Forest Strategy between adaptation to and mitigation from the Climate 

Crisis 

 

Raoul Romano, Forest-Timber Value Chain Observatory-Council for Agricultural Research 

and Analysis of Agricultural Economics-CREA. 

Raoul Romano is a researcher at the Research Centre "Policies and Bioeconomics" of CREA 

in Rome. He is co-responsible for the "Forest Observatory" Working Group of INEA, Scientific 

Technical Referent for the Forests and Mountain Economy Directorate of MiPAAF, Coordinator 

and member of various international, national and regional thematic Working Groups.   

 

Abstract: The National Forestry Strategy (NFS), approved by the Ministerial Decree published 

on 9 March 2022, is the national strategic and policy tool supporting the central government, 

the regions and the autonomous provinces. It will also set the agenda of the forestry value 

chain with its suppliers for the next 20 years  in relation to national and global climate and 

socio-political challenges. Its mission is to lead Italy to have extensive and resilient forests and 

enhance their biodiversity. Its mission is to lead Italy to have extensive and resilient forests 

and enhance their biodiversity. Thanks to the NFS, national forests should be capable of better 

facing climate change and offering renewable products in a sustainable way. This will help the 

efficient provision of further ecological, social and economic benefits for rural and mountain 

communities, for the citizens of today and tomorrow, placing forests at the centre of the national 

political and social attention.  NFS is an essential tool for balancing the interests and 

responsibilities of society, forest owners and practitioners. These actors will be encouraged to 

collaborate in protecting and preserving the linked ecosystems, adapting the structural and 

functional diversity of forests to the climatic and social changes underway, halting the 

abandonment of managing forests, promoting the role and the function of the national forest 

and linked value chains. 

 

South Tyrol's forest under pressure: what challenges are ahead? 

 

Günther Unterthiner, Forestry Service, Autonomous Province of Bozen-Bolzano. 

Günther Unterthiner took over the leadership of the Forestry Department in 2020 and is now 

the person in charge of managing the forests, alpine pastures, meadows and grasslands in 

South Tyrol. 

 

Abstract While South Tyrol’s Forest has been in a stable and safe condition so far, it has not 

been able to have a peaceful period for the last 5 years. The changed framework conditions 

will probably not improve for the forest in the next few years either. Adjustments in the 

treatment and management of South Tyrolean forests are therefore necessary. In the mid- to 

long-term, the goal must be to cultivate adaptive and resilient forests. This should be achieved 

through a new adjustment of forest subsidies as well as through the self-directed work of the 

South Tyrolean forestry service. Based on the European and national forest strategy and in 

compliance with the sustainability strategy of the province, all these challenges are 

incorporated into the action fields of the Forest Agenda 2030 for the Province of South Tyrol. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Challenges for forest & timber value chains: How to react appropriately to 

forecasted changes? 

 

The Future of Forests in Practice-Climate Analogies as a Communication Tool  

 

Susanne Brandl, Bavarian State Institute of Forestry. 

Susanne Brandl is carrying out research projects at the Bavarian State Institute of Forestry 

Focus: statistical modelling of productivity and mortality based on forest inventory data. 

 

Abstract: In climate change, "experience" from climatically analog areas can offer foresters 

orientation in the choice of tree species and management for a climate-friendly forest 

conversion. 

For this purpose, the climate up to the year 2100 is determined for a selected location based 

on the forecasts of climate models. Regions are now being identified across Europe in which 

the future climate of the starting location already prevails today, the so-called climate 

analogues. To assess climatic similarity, we use summer temperature, summer precipitation, 

and winter temperature. Forest inventory data provide information about the composition of 

tree species in the analog regions and thus about climatic suitability. The explicit spatial 

reference of the climate analogues also makes it possible to visit these regions and/or to 

contact foresters on site in order to look at forests that are new to us or "touch our forest future". 

 

Italian forests: opportunity to be developed 

 

Angelo Marchetti, President, Assolegno of FederlegnoArredo. 

Angelo Marchetti is the CEO of Marlegno srl, a company specialising in green building. 

Chairman of Assolegno (FLA), association of timber first-processing and timber building. 

Chairman of Edinnova, a network of companies in the building sector that invest in research 

and development projects. Vice-chairman of Federcostruzioni. Board member delegate for 

green building issues of the Lombardy Cleantech Cluster. Board member of the Conlegno 

consortium. 

 

Abstract: The Italian timber value chain offers a concrete opportunity to review the concepts 

of sustainable development in urban areas. Therefore, there is a need to provide all actors of 

the timber sector with appropriate tools. This approach should enhance the role of forests and 

timber processing, as a development factor and a protection asset of the territory. Legal, tax, 

financial and economic instruments recognizing the active and sustainable management of the 

forest heritage become the main driver to an environmental, socio-cultural and economic 

valorization of wood materials. 

Furthermore, this contribution will illustrate the main drivers and initiatives that have been 

undertaken by Federlegno to support the national legislator in promoting local value chains and 

highlighting the potential of the material "timber" within the construction sector with the 

perspective of mitigating the current climate crisis. 



 

  

GREEN5: lungs +infrastructure +engine + growth + services”. Europe’s forest-based 

circular bioeconomy for a climate positive society 

 

Andreas Kleinschmit von Lengefeld, Homo Silvestris Europae 

Dr Andreas Nikolaus Kleinschmit von Lengefeld is the founder and CEO of Homo Silvestris 

Europae. The company was founded in May 2021 in Paris, France, under French law. 

Throughout his career, he has driven and coordinated numerous industry-driven initiatives at 

European level. 

 

Abstract: Time is pressing to focus more attention on our green and blue ecosystems, which 

are closely interconnected, especially in the Alpine and Mediterranean regions. The last six 

years have shown meteorological phenomena that pose a major threat to humans and strongly 

affect terrestrial ecosystems. In its complex structure, the forest-based sector has a key role 

to play here. I would like to highlight them in the GREEN5 areas: 

• Green Lungs: forests are directly threatened by climate change impacts (abiotic, such as 

high temperatures, droughts, heavy rains, snow, storms, hurricanes, etc.) and secondary 

(biotic, such as insects, fungi, land use and land use change, infrastructure, etc.). Resilient 

forests maintain and support the carbon sink effect, which is only possible if it is linked to 

sustainable use of forest biomass in products with lifelong storage capacity. Resilient forests 

are a prerequisite for adapting to changing local conditions while preserving biodiversity 

and providing renewable resources.  

• Green infrastructure: a sustainable solution for the well-being of European citizens in urban 

and metropolitan areas. Urban forestry shows that it can reduce temperature levels by up 

to 5-7°C and act as a filter to clean polluted air. Green infrastructure is also key to 

maintaining and increasing the biodiversity of ecosystems with specific functions, such as 

protecting against soil erosion, wind, noise, avalanches, floods or contributing to water 

storage and creating corridors for flora and fauna and their habitats.  

• Green engine: The forest-based circular bioeconomy consists of high-performance 

industries and services with unique profiles in the four European macro-regions (North-

Baltic, Central-West, Central-East and South-Mediterranean). From triple helix cooperation 

to innovative collection, sorting, reuse and recycling networks, urban mining, and an 

integrated waste-free production process. These and many other examples are a reality 

and have the potential to expand the circular bioeconomy. 

• Green growth: Essentially, it is about all three pillars of the sustainability concept. Whenever 

possible, a cascade principle can be applied while producing climate-friendly products. The 

transition from a linear economic model to a circular economic model is necessary and can 

be achieved through co-production, side stream use and reuse and recycling of materials. 

Harmonisation of standards and regulations is necessary to promote the CE concept in 

European macro-regions.  

• Green services for citizens and society: Forests play an essential role in the well-being of 

citizens as they are a natural space for recreation, relaxation, fitness as well as lifelong 

educational opportunities at all levels. To counteract depopulation and the ageing process 

in rural areas, the existing knowledge that still exists in local communities today must be 

stored, processed and disseminated. Traditions, experiences, and the knowledge of local 

ecosystems acquired over generations are crucial for securing their future development and 

existence. 

 



 

  

How might the dialogue with civil society & its next generation trigger a fruitful 

collaboration? 

 

Perspectives of sustainability for the coming years – the roles of forests, tree-planting 

and the youth 

 

Ariane Benedikter, representative of the civil society and the next generation. 

Ariane Benedikter has been an environmental and climate activist and an advocate of youth 

activism since 2010. She held numerous presentations and workshops raising awareness for 

climate change and environmental issues. Furthermore, she planted 1700 trees, most of them 

with the reforestation project "South Tyrol Plants", which she co-founded. This project tries to 

restore nature and was the first public reforestation event in South Tyrol. For her long activist 

engagement, she was awarded the honorary title "Alfiere della Repubblica" by the President 

of the Italian Republic Sergio Mattarella in 2019 as the first South Tyrolean to ever receive this 

great honor. 

 

Abstract: For sustainability and a successful protection of nature and climate in the upcoming 

years it is fundamental 1) to find the balance between resilience and sustainability, 2) to 

empower the youth, and 3) to empower women and gender-equality. Woods and tree-planting 

hereby are crucial for promoting these aspects: not only do trees absorb CO2, but they also 

foster a sense of responsibility and remind people of their connection to nature. Planting a tree 

with one’s own hands and spending time in the woods guarantees that the notion of resilience, 

which has gained more and more importance due to the recent natural disasters and the 

pandemic, does not trump sustainability-narratives. Furthermore, tree-planting projects such 

as the first public and collective reforestation project "South Tyrol Plants" shows that everyone 

can stand up for their concerns – whatever gender you identify with. Moreover, it boosts the 

mobilization of the youth’s potential. Concrete actions like tree-planting can give young people 

an opportunity and a platform to act and can inspire other young, motivated people to organize 

similar events.  


