Make your voice heard from
the Alps !
Italian Presidency and youth
activities in 2022

S

outh Tyrol and Trentino in
2022

assumed

the

Presidency of the European

Union Strategy for the Alpine
Region (EUSALP) on behalf of Italy.
Focusing

on

joint

actions

and

continuing the work carried out by
the

previous

Presidencies,

the

Italian EUSALP Presidency 2022
has developed its programme in 6
areas of action:
•

Effectively tackling the challenge of climate change by promoting energy efficiency
and the energy transition to path the way of the EUSALP towards carbon-neutrality;

•

Fostering smart villages and sustainable local development;

•

Empowering the EUSALP youth;

•

Promote sustainable tourism and transport;

•

Advance the cooperation on natural risk management and spatial planning;

•

Strengthening the EUSALP governance and its embedding

The year 2022 is the Year of European Youth. Various geographical areas in the EUSALP
are facing a variety of socio-economic challenges caused by overageing and migratory
movements of young people. This is why the EUSALP must increase its efforts to make the
Alpine Region an attractive place to work and live for all generations but especially for young
people. Hence, the Italian Presidency 2022 is committed to promote the young
generations’ empowerment in the EUSALP governance structure. The young generation,
represented by the EUSALP Youth Council, shall be offered the possibility to be heard
during decision-making processes within the EUSALP.
Nevertheless, to be actively protagonist in EUSALP governance, young people must be
offered opportunities, places and initiatives to develop their skills and new competences. In
this regard, the Italian Presidency of EUSALP has promoted and supported various
activities and projects to involve young people, aiming to make them actively participate in
training and participatory initiatives in the Alpine region.

TRAINING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
The Italian Presidency organised ad hoc training and learning activities for the EUSALP Youth
Council in order to increase skills and competences of young people who participate to
EUSALP governance bodies, making them aware of the specificities and potential of the
Alpine territory. The activities were organized and designed based on the needs of the
young people involved.

Peer-to-peer training activities
On 9 March 2022, the first training session was held in Brussels, on the occasion of the EU
Macro-Regional Strategies Week, with the support of Antonio Megalizzi Foundation. The
youth councilors had the opportunity to discuss the most important issues on the EU table
and to make the voices of the young people of the Alpine macro-region heard at the
Conference on the future of Europe.

«

Timothy Sung Youth Councillor from Austria

Participating in the Conference on the Future of Europe has given the EUSALP Youth
Council a chance to raise Alpine issues on an EU-wide scale and get involved in one of the
largest democratic initiatives to have taken place within the EU to-date. Throughout the next
few months, the recommendations of citizens will be debated within the EU’s formal political
institutions, resulting in concrete proposals to reform the way the EU works and its future
foci, in order to better represent the views of its citizens and residents.

COFE PROPOSALS OF THE EUSALP YOUTH COUNCIL
Open Data in railway transportation: It is still a big problem to book trains or get information on
international train connections. Making it mandatory for rail carriers to share live data of train
connections via a (standardised) API can boost the development of international train booking and
information systems.
Give more attention to culture in the European Commission: currently, the commissioner that is
responsible for culture is responsible for youth, research, and innovation as well. The rich cultural
heritage of Europe deserves an own commissioner that is dealing with this topic.
Cultura 2000: Set up a protected network of cultural areas in a similar way as to Natura 2000 for
nature. An EU taxonomy for cultural sites should be drawn up i.e., age-periods, type of site (urban,
rural, monuments, buildings etc.). MSs should be required to identify areas/sites of cultural importance
and work out strategies to protect them so they can be enjoyed by future generations and enable the
continuation of traditions in a modern world.
Improving night train connections: the establishment of new night train connections is bounded by
two factors: missing cars and excessive costs to operate night train connections. Subsidising the
purchase of new, modern night train cars and remitting the fees to operate on the rail routes will lead
to new night train connections which can be a crucial step towards climate friendly transportation.
Targeted EU support for local municipalities: Local municipalities often do not have the capacity in
terms of time and workforce to apply for EU funds. A set of funds dedicated to providing funds for rural
municipalities/that could be accessed directly by rural municipalities would benefit from greater
infrastructure investment and the attraction of businesses and jobs into rural areas that are currently
in decline. In addition, the EU could fund a position for someone that is responsible for applying for
EU-funded projects on behalf of the municipality.
European Democracy Reporting Service: to protect the fundamental rights of a free press and
access to information, the EU could set up a centrally funded journalism scheme that employs local
reporters to combat the information and accountability deficit in EU regions. Each region would receive
reporters who would be allowed to operate independently and report on local events and politics,
meaning local citizens will still have access to fair and independent information which is particularly
important in areas which are suffering from a restriction in press freedoms and in areas where it is no
longer profitable for commercial media organisations to report from.
EU Climate Ticket: For a standard fee, this would enable holders to travel on all public transport in
the EU. This would be a goal which could help harmonise public transport across the EU and increase
efficiency in bookings and allow for price standardisation across the EU. This would be more practical
than Interrail, where reservations are still required in some cases, and would help cohesion and
integration, especially in the case of people who are travelling regularly in the EU. It may also
encourage them to take the train instead of a plane.

Distance Learning Activities
More than 10 training hours
3 training sessions focused on how to
improve communication and information
about the European Union and the Alpine
Macro-region
1 workshops with a learning by doing
approach, about fake news debunking,
editorial writing and podcasting.

TRAINING ACTIVITIES
Date

Topic

Teacher

Economic development,

Andrea Malena, Ilaria Gampi –

environment & mobility

Antonio Megalizzi Foundation

14.04.22

Fake news: instruction for use

Carlo Canepa – Pagella Politica

14.06.22

How to communicate the EU

Marco Bresolin – La Stampa

09.03.22

19.07.22

How to write the perfect article?
How to make a podcast?

Andrea Fioravanti, Nicola Pifferi
–
Antonio Megalizzi Foundation

PARTICIPATION INITIATIVES
Training, as well as capacity building, is not enough to give young people the opportunity to
shape EUSALP. They need spaces, both digital and physical, to address policy decision
makers in order to put youth issues in the spotlight, discuss concrete proposals and, last
but not least, activate inter-generational dialogue. This is why during 2022 the EUSALP
Youth Council had multiple opportunities to participate and contribute to EUSALP policy
dialogue, both with decision makers and young citizens.

Meeting with Action Groups (AGs)
The connection between the EUSALP Youth
Council and the 9 Action Groups is crucial
to keep a coherence between the ideas of the
young people and the projects and activities
of the Action Groups. The meeting, held in
Bolzano the 13th of May 2022, allowed Youth
Council members to exchange on working
opportunities (AG3), green mobility (AG4),
green

infrastructure

(AG7),

and

energy

communities (AG9).
This collaborative approach allowed to strengthen the cooperation between the YC and
AGs, one of the priorities of the Italian Presidency. This time of exchange allowed to establish
a first contact between important EUSALP governance bodies such as the Youth Council and
the Action Groups.

EUSALP
Summer Camps 2022
The EUSALP Summer Camp will allow
young participants to discuss and
contribute ideas on the objectives of
the

EUSALP.

The idea is to create an active
citizenship program that is framed by
an educational project with social
common values, shared governance,
language exploration and recreational
mountain activities.

In 2022 were held 3 Summer Camps with the goal to provide workshops and discussions on
3 thematics: climate change, mobility, youth participation.
The Italian Youth camp focused on mobility, and 2 other camps were organised in
Germany and France, focusing on youth participation and natural resources in the Alpine
region, with more than 40 participants. Through this experience, youth will gain a better
understanding of the various issues addressed and will propose ideas, opinions and
solutions. The EUSALP summer camps allow youth to explore new horizons in a «living lab»
environment based on spreading an alpine consciousness about the EUSALP objectives and
the opportunities given to young people. The Summer Camps are realised in the
framework of Youth Shaping Eusalp Project, financed by Land Tyrol and European
Commission.

Workshop of participatory foresight
The 2022 EUSALP Italian Presidency Program has among its priorities that of strengthening
the skills and involvement of the Youth Council of EUSALP.
Also with reference to the European Year of Youth 2022, the Italian EUSALP Presidency has
proposed three "participatory foresight workshops'' with and for the EUSALP Youth
Council and other youth organisations of the Alpine regions. The workshops were facilitated
by professional facilitators of SKOPIA using a web-based whiteboard and the Three Horizons
approach.

3 Workshops

•

What are the trends that might influence the

jobs of the future in the Alps?
22 April 2022, Trento
•

What are the trends that might influence the

future digitalization in the Alps? How will
digitalization impact the future development of
the Alps?
3 May 2022, Trieste
•

How can we shape a local integrated

development of the EUSALP area and fight the
abandonment of rural areas in the Alps?
4 June 2022, Trento

FUTURE WORKSHOPS FACTSHEET
•

90 EUSALP youth

•

237 proposals for desiderable futures in the Alps

•

1 FINAL REPORT presented to EUSALP

•

1 FINAL VIDEO

The E-BOOK for the EUSALP Schools
The eBook realised by the Italian Presidency is entitled « Make your voice heard from the Alps !
– Discover how the EU and EUSALP work and how you can make a change » and was written
by Nicola Pifferi, collaborator of the Antonio Megalizzi Foundation, with the support of Erickson
publishing.

The contents are organised in 4 sections, each one with specific interactive exercises :
• What is the EU ?
• How does the EU work ?
• EUSALP and Macro-Regional Strategies
• A section dedicated to EUSALP with a specific chapter entitled « EUSALP and young
people - try it yourself ! » envisages a simulation of the Youth Council activities. It is
an interactive tool which guides users to work in groups, debate, elaborate proposals and
discuss them.
The E-Book is available for free for all Eusalp schools:
https://www.fondazioneantoniomegalizzi.eu/contributi/make-your-voice-heard-from-the-alps/

Dissemination in EUSALP Schools
The training activities carried out during the year culminated in a training cycles in 7
EUSALP schools. The members of the Youth Council will use the E-Book « Make your voice
heard frm the Alps ! » during the dissemination of the EU and EUSALP topics in the Eusalp
Regions. This initative is cofinanced by the DG Regio of the European Commission an has
the objective to activate the young people from Eusalp in taking part activly for the future
development of their Alpine Regions.

YOUTH COUNCIL EUSALP

