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Overview of existing
pricing components
that influence the
competitiveness
between road and
rail freight transport

The Alpine regions are particularly sensitive to negative environmental and social impacts caused by the
excessive traffic flow of freight and passenger transport through the Alps. In order to tackle this challenge,
the harmonisation and implementation of modal shift policies is of utmost relevance.
There is generally agreement that achieving ‘fair and efficient pricing’ is a key step in rebalancing the use of
different transport modes. However, the way this is turned into practice is far from straightforward.
EUSALP AG4 wants to take an integrated perspective and aims at the development of a comprehensive
instrument mix which supports modal shift, considering pricing components that support a better level
playing field between road and rail freight transport and a streamlining of policy approaches (integrated
pricing). Overall, an integrated pricing approach should lead to a more transparent pricing for road and rail
transport and, for both road and rail, should set incentives to pick-up innovative and low-emission technologies.

Different pricing frameworks for road and rail on the Alpine corridors
Comparison of rail access charges
on Alpine transport relations

Comparison of cost components for road mode
on Alpine transport relations (€/vehicle, excluding VAT)
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climate change and its foreseeable effects on the environment, biodiversity and on the living
conditions of its inhabitants
Fuel costs are inclusive of fuel taxes / Toll is computed for HGV class emission EURO VI driving during the day
the challenge to meet and manage energy demand at the local, national and european levels in a
sustainable, secure and affordable way
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The Alpine area is composed of territories with contrasting demographic, social and economic trends
and a great cultural and linguistic diversity. This diversity goes along with a great variety of governance
systems and traditions. Both the common aspects of the Alpine area and its variety and diversity call for
cooperation.
The Alpine region represents a living and working space for the resident population and an attractive
tourist destination for millions of guests every year. The Alps have a great potential for renewable energies
and are known all over the world for their natural beauty, varied landscapes, rich biodiversity and cultural
heritage. The Alpine region is a unique territory, which has an important potential for dynamism, but facing
major challenges, such as:
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A similar situation with diverging pricing frameworks exists when comparing the total rail
access charges on Alpine transport relations. The differences are explained by the different
unit cost and the differences in travel distance.

The Alpine macro-regional strategy is an opportunity to improve cross-border cooperation in the Alpine
States as well as identifying common goals and implementing them more effectively through transnational
collaboration. Better cooperation between the regions and States is needed to tackle those challenges.
This Strategy concerns 7 Countries, of which 5 EU Member States (Austria, France, Germany, Italy and
Slovenia) and 2 non-EU countries (Liechtenstein and Switzerland), and 48 Regions.
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80 million people, 7 countries, 48 regions,
mountains and plains addressing together
common challenges and opportunities

Website www.alpine-region.eu

E-mail eusalp.info@alpine-region.eu
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