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and the Sustainable Development Goals 

(2015-2030)



Global mountain alliances

 The Mountain Partnership (2002)

Global coalitions

 Coalition for Fragile Ecosystems (2017)

Regional mountain conventions

 Alpine Convention (1995)

 Carpathian Convention (2003)

Regional mountain mechanisms

 EFC Working Party on Management of 

Mountain Watersheds (1950)

 Andean Mountain Initiative (2004)

 African Mountains Regional Forum (2014)

Alliance and Partnerships
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Yet only 25% of the world’s public forests are managed for 
soil and/or water conservation as a main objective
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#MountainsMatter

FAO’s Approach

The Landscape Approach

Resilient Livelihoods

Reducing vulnerability to 

food insecurity

Disaster risk 

management in 

agriculture, forestry, 

fisheries



 UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021-
2030

 Forest and Landscape Restoration
 Forests and Climate Change: Forest Fires, Pest 

Management
 National Forest Monitoring
 Forest Products and Statistics
 Social Forestry: Community-based Forestry, 

Tenure
 Forest Governance and Economics
 Planted Forests Management

FAO Forestry 
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Resilient Watershed Management

 Traditional approach: Reactive & 

remediates hazards as they occur

 A proactive approach: evaluates 

hazards, monitors the impacts of 

mitigation measures, manages the 

infrastructure & development

 Risk management applied to 

development planning, design & 

implementation of activities.

 Incorporate: people, environment, 

hydrology, geology, infrastructure



Forest & Water 
monitoring tool

Forest and Water 
Nexus Facilitation 
Guide

FAO Forest and Water Program



SDG 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, 

halt and reverse land degradation, halt biodiversity loss

Mountain Green Cover Index 

Developed to monitor SDG 15.4 Target

 Global baseline was created in 2017 (Collect Earth)

 MCGI measured every three years to monitor its 

changes (next one in 2020)

 The MGCI training programme supports countries to 

improve the data collection and validation process



377 members: 

The only United Nations voluntary alliance of partners 

dedicated to improving the lives of mountain people and 

protecting mountain environments around the world

60 Governments

16 IGOs

293 Major Groups

Secretariat hosted by FAO, supported by Italy

and Switzerland

The Mountain Partnership

#MountainsMatter



• Founded in 1950

• Working Group: Forest and Water

• Working Group: Hazards and Disaster
Risk Management in Mountains

• Main achievements

EFC Working Party on the Management of
Mountain Watersheds



Advocacy for protective forests 

in international frameworks

Call for action: Governments



Sharing of experiences

Call  for action: Practitioners



Close the knowledge gaps to 

address socio-political questions

Call for action: Research



Contact:

Yuka Makino
yuka.makino@fao.org


