
Project Name:
CUNEO - VENTIMIGLIA - NICE.                                                                                                

Rehabilitation and modernisation of the existing railway line. 

Project Number: PIE.1

Owner, Promoter: Liguria, PACA, Piemonte

Person in charge: Matteo Brumati, matteo.brumati@regione.piemonte.it

Description:

The cities of Cuneo and Ventimiglia are connected by an Italian railway line which passes on the French territory between Piène and 

Vievola. The Nice Breil-sur-Roya Line is connected to this line downstream from the Breil station, allowing TER PACA trains to serve 

the French territory up to Tende. The Italian line section on French territory suffers from a particular legal and contractual situation 

that has led to a chronic underfunding in terms of maintenance and regeneration since the reopening of the line in 1979. This line 

was destroyed at the end of The Second World War. The deterioration of the state of the infrastructure has forced SNCF from  2013 

to limit the speed of the line from 80 to 40 km / h, lengthening the journey time of approximately 35 minutes between Breil and 

Tende. The consequences were a sharp reduction in the circulation made by the Piedmont Region between Cuneo and Ventimiglia, 

from 21 to 4 trains per day, ie 2 round trips. The main objective would be to realise the security and adaptation works needed to re-

establish the previous speed line at 80km/h. Together with a new time table, the line could become a realistic answer for the needs 

of long distance connection and those of the local desert. Local inhabitants, workers as well as students would be the first 

beneficiary of the adapted railway. A seasonal demand of transport, in winter as well as in summer, to the seaside and to Limone 

Piemonte ski station, is not to be undervalued. The project could become an important axe of the EUSALP linking in a near future 

Turin and Nice. The railway could be an alternative to the private cars both for tourism and for the local transport service. At the 

moment the main obstacle to the finalisation of the project is the lack of coordination and involvement between nation network 

managers. After the ALEX storm that hits hard the Roia Valley on October 2020, the railway is the only mean of transport able to 

connect mountain villages, therefore the rehabilitation of the line it would be even more important. 

Map:

Partners: Project Partners: Regione Piemonte, Regione Liguria, Region SUD PACA; Italy, France; SNCF, RFI

Maturity:

□ Project idea

□ Pre-feasability Study

X Feasability study

□ Planning phase

□ all permits for implementation 

□ implementation ongoing

Budget [M€]: Depending on the result of the feasability study.

Geographical 

coverage:
Italy: Regione Piemonte and Regione Liguria. France: Region SUD PACA

Obstacles:
The works have been economically supported in a different way and time from the 2 MS via the Railways managers. There is the

need to share a common view on the line and share a the same strategy between the 2 MS and the 3 Regions involved.

Coordination of the interventions and funding is the main obstacle foreseen.  

Governance: MS at the moment

Funding:
The project has already received more tranches of funding from the MS and the Regions. Funding would probably come 

only from National level, unless the line would be enclosed in TEN-T comprehensive network. 
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