
Project Name: Inter-Regio rail service between Graz and Maribor

Project Number: STM.2

Owner, Promoter: State Government of Styrian (Department 16, Transport and Bulding)

Person in charge:
Dr.techn. DI Stefan Walter (policy officer, Department 16)                                                                                                                          LBD DI 

Andreas Tropper (Head of Department 16)

Description:

 The Styrian central region with the regional capital Graz and the Leibnitz region is a very strong economic area. Maribor is the 

bigest town of eastern Slowenia. There is a strong exchange between these regions. About 6.000 Slowenian commuters (data basis 

2013) have their workplace in the Styrian central region (Graz and surroundings) and the area around Maribor is a popular tourist 

destination for Styrian people. The distance between these two cities is about 70 km but the connection in public transport is very 

poor. There are only two direct train connections per day in each direction which take about 1 hour. Connections with regional 

trains take 1:23 and involve changing trains. Due to the different power supply and signalling systems the border procedures alone 

takes 12 minutes. The aim is to establish an hourly direct Inter-Regio rail service with 2-system electric vehicles. In a 1st phase 

(from 2022 on) the service is planned every 2 hours. The 2nd phase with the hourly service is planned to be in operation from 2025 

on. The planned travel time from Graz to Maribor is 45 minutes. On the long distance these IR-trains run between Maribor and 

alternating Linz and Salzburg.

Map:

Partners: Austrian Ministry for Transport, Slowenian Ministry for Infrastructure, State Government of Styria, ÖBB, SZ, SCHIG, Verbundlinie, 

Maturity:

□ Project idea

□ Pre-feasability Study

□ Feasability study

x Planning phase

□ all permits for implementation 

□ implementation ongoing

Budget [M€]:
phase 1 (from 2022): 5 Mio. EUR per year

phase 2 (from 2025): 8 Mio. EUR per year

Geographical 

coverage:
Styrian central region, Leibnitz region, Maribor region

Obstacles: Different pricing and billing systems

Governance: SCHIG

Funding: national and regional funds
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