
Project Name: Alpine Western Balkan Corridor - New Bosruck base tunnel

Project Number: STM.4

Owner, Promoter:
ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG

State Government of Styria (Department 16, Transport and Building)

Person in charge:
DI Alfred Nagelschmied (policy officer, Department 16) 

LBD DI Andreas Tropper (Head of Department 16)

Description:

Freight volumes are increasing worldwide and will continue to rise. Styria and other Alpine regions are therefore confronted with 

an increase in negative external effects such as CO2 emissions, air pollution and noise. In addition, bottlenecks are emerging which 

must be solved in the sense of sustainable mobility development in connection with the increasing frequency of freight trains. 

Apart from this, it has to be taken into account that Styria is one of the Alpine regions with the poorest accessibility of its economic 

partners in North-Western Europe, in particular on rail.The Austrian part of the Alpine Western Balkans Corridor consists of the 

Tauern and Phyrn/Schober axes, which together, designated as TPSA, represent the high-level connection between Central and 

South-Eastern Europe. Styria is home to the Pyhrn/Schober axis, which will provide decisive benefits for the economy and 

environment through the expansion of this railway corridor, the core of which will be the new Bosruck base tunnel. All four 

Austrian provinces (Carinthia, Styria, Salzburg and Upper Austria) work together to promote the TPSA.

Within this corridor, at the border between Styria and Upper Austria, there is the Bosruck Tunnel as a bottleneck with its approx. 

21%o steep southern ramp, which is not suitable for heavy freight trains. The new Bosruck base tunnel can eliminate this bottleneck 

and makes possible that the freight trains weights increases by 25%. 

The project is fully consistent with several EUSALP objectives:

- Promotion of a sustainable overall transport system

- Cross-border cooperation is encouraged by the project, which is designed to improve high-level interconnection and the 

resolution of bottlenecks for several regions of the EUSALP.

- Protection of the Alps as a sensitive ecosystem.

Map:

Partners:
Federal ministery for Transport

Government of Styria and Upper Austria

Municipallities in the project area

Maturity:

□ Project idea

□ Pre-feasability Study

□ Feasability study

X Planning phase

□ all permits for implementation (nearly all permits for implementation) 

□ implementation ongoing

Budget [M€]: approximately 1,5 Billion € 

Geographical 

coverage:

The project as a whole is affecting several alpine regions in and out of Austria. These regions are: 

- Germany

- Slovenia

- Austria (Carinthia, Upper Austria, Salzburg, Styria) 

Obstacles:
- lack of political decisions due lack of money

- Long planning phase

Governance:
For the upgrade of the Alpine Western Balkan Corridor to high ranking connection in the Eu traffic corrdior we need a close 

cooperation between all states along the corrirdor. In Austria all partners (Styria, Carinthia, Salzburg, Upper Austria)  are working 

close together also with the federal ministry which is responsible in the communicagtion with the EU. 

Funding: private, regional and national funds
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