
Project Name:
Fernpass Railway between Ehrwalder Basin and Ötztal-Bahnhof

Project Number: TIR.1

Owner, Promoter:
Land Tyrol, Department of Transport Planning

Person in charge: DI Mag. Ekkehard Allinger-Csollich, +43 (0)512 508 4080, ekkehard.allinger@tirol.gv.at

Description:

The Tyrolean region Außerfern with its 33.000 inhabitants is a popular touristic Destination and situated between the rural districts 

Oberallgäu, Ostallgäu and Garmisch-Partenkirchen (GER) in the north and the districts Landeck and Imst in the south. The highly 

stressed road B179 „Fernpassstraße“ is connecting the region with the Inn Valley and the capital Innsbruck. As the B179 is 

furthermore a major transit and touristic route, leading over the Fernpass on 1.216 m, traffic disturbances – especially in winter 

times - and traffic jams are a daily routine. In addition, the train is not a serious alternative, as there is no rail infrastructure between 

the Ehrwalder Basin and the Inn valley – trains are currently lead over Garmisch-Partenkirchen, which implies a major indirection. As 

the estimated travel time by car (1:28) is considerably shorter than by train (2.22) or by bus (2:17), this missing link is a major 

disadvantage in the choice of transport mode and connectivity of the Außerfern region. To resolve this missing link, a feasibility 

study was jointly undertaken by ÖBB and Land Tyrol, showing technically feasible suggestions for the railway line routing in 3 

corridors from Ehrwalder Becken to the Inn Valley. In addition, also a calculation of the travel time depending on the route and a 

rough cost estimation comparison of variants and recommendation are illustrated in the study. The feasibility study shows that the 

variant „Silz“ is the best variant regarding the overall utility value, displays the best cost-benefit ratio in the cost-effectiveness 

analysis and exhibits a very high results stability, even when incorporating the extreme weightings. Resolving the missing link means 

a great positive impact on the reduction of GHG emissions, pollution and the economic development of the region. 

Map:

Partners:
ÖBB infrastructure

VTG

Maturity:

□ Project idea

□ Pre-feasability Study

X Feasability study

□ Planning phase

□ all permits for implementation 

□ implementation ongoing

Budget [M€]: 1.505 - 2.410 M € (est. Construction costs)

Geographical 

coverage:
Country: Austria, Region: Tyrol; 

The Fern Pass Railway will improve the train connection between Garmisch (GER) and Innsbruck (Austria);

Obstacles:

In the feasibility study the ecological hazards of the variants were highlighted. In the next planning step, in-depth soil risk analyses 

(regarding geological, geotechnical, and hydrogeological conditions) and a thorough debate with technical experts and public 

authorities will be necessary. The soil risk, depending on the variant, is classified between high and low. In addition, in 6 out of 7 

variants the impact on mountain water is classified as high or very high.

Governance: No

Funding: Yes
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